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Claims 1-32 are pending. The applicants resped 
allowance of this application in view of the above 



t iully request reconsideration and 
and the following remarks. 



The office action states that a section of claim 2 
clarified by rewording several of the clauses. Also, as in 
been introduced in claim 2. These changes are considered 
existed in claim 2; therefore, this rejection should be wit ldrawn. 



c "eep 



The applicants have introduced a definition of 
prosecution. However, this term is well known in automotive 
search of the US patent database dhows that this term ha£ 

12 



of the vehicle becomes a predetermined 



amenc merits 

The specification has been amended to correct a ypb graphical error. 

Claims 1-32 were rejected under 35 USC 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite. The 
applicants respectfully request that this rejection be withirawn for the following reasons. 

The office action states that the phrase "the speec « 
target creep speed which is substantially equivalent to a ureep speed" of claim 1 is verbose, 
indefinite and confusing. Claim 1 has been amended to i clarify this phrase. Claim 1 now recites 
that M . . . the speed of the vehicle becomes a p/edetermined target speed which is substantially 
equivalent to a creep speed." Furthermore, a definition of "creep speed" has been added to claim 
1 . This definition is from the paragraph that begins on line 10 of page 3 of the specification. 
These changes axe considered to remove any indefinitenoss that existed in claim 1; therefore, this 
rejection should be withdrawn. 

<kid 



id not make sense. Claim 2 has been 
claim 1, a definition of creep speed has 
to remove any indefinitenese that 



spoed" in the claims to further the 
and vehicle arts. A keyword 
been used in other patent applications 
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in the automotive arts. Further, the term can be 
the examiner should have given meaning to this term in 



understood fiom the specificatioa Therefore, 
he previous examination. 



Claims 1-32 were rejected under 35 USC 102(b) 
applicants respectfully request that this rejection be 



as being anticipated by Kajiwara. The 
withdrawn for the following reasons. 



enomtinon 



With the present invention, unlike the prior art, 
without concern for the gradient of the road surface, 
and the driver will always experience the creep ph 
gradients. Further, when the driver intends to stop the 
from the creep speed is smoother. Therefore, it is easier 
position on an inclined road surface. 



the* 



Thsrefore, 



driver will experience the creep speed 
, starting the vehicle will be easier 
which drivers tend 1o like, even on 
vehicle and maintain a stop, stopping 
for a driver to stop at a given target 



The patent to Kajiwara discloses a device that 
accelerator pedal or the brake is not operated. Therefor^, 
speed at which the driver stopped pressing the brake 
can be moving at a rapid speed such as a highway speed 
Kajiwara essentially discloses a cruise control device, 
control period depends on the speed of the vehicle when 



pecal 



but 



It is a primary object of the Kajiwara invention to permit the driver to arbitrarily set the 

cruising speed. See column 1, lines 21-24 and column 2, lines 65 through column 3, line 2. The 

present invention has no such goal and is thus fundamec tally different from the Kajiwara device. 

More particularly, the device of Kajiwara is significantly different from the device of clairn 1, 

because the target speed is not a value within a fixed rar ge, as claimed. In the patent to Kajiwara, 

the speed is arbitrarily set by the driver and is determined by the speed of the vehicle when the 
13 
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maintains vehicle speed when the 

, the vehicle speed simply remains at the 

or the accelerator. Thus, the vehicle 
when this occurs. Thus, the patent to 

the speed maintained during the 
the driver stops pressing a pedal. 
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driver chooses not to press a pedal. Therefore, the devicje of Kajiwara fails to satisfy the terms of 
claim 1. 



Also, claim 1 calls for a target speed that is 
Creep speed is defined as being substantially equivalent 
phenomenon of the vehicle transmission. That is, the 
control period of claim 1, and the target speed must be a 
the target speed is not necessarily a creep speed, and 
satisfy the requirements of claim L See for example co 



substfantially equivalent to a creep speed, 
to a speed that results from a creep 
vdhicle is merely creeping along during the 
creep speed. In the device of Kajiwara, 
therefore the Kajiwara disclosure fails to 
umn 2, line 65 through column 3, line 2. 



As for claim 2, the device of Kajiwara is signi 
because the driver determines the speed that is maintained 
determines the target speed by choosing not to depress 
in the device of claim 2, the driver has no role in 
that the target creep vehicle speed is set by a target creeji 



Also, claim 2 differs from the device of Kajiwar^ 
speeds in claim 2 must be substantially equivalent to a 
has been defined in claim 2* In the Kajiwara patent, as 
arbitrary and is not necessarily a creep speed. 



Entry of this amendment is respectfully request! 
are for overcoming a section 112 rejection and thus reduce 
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signiftcjantly different from the claimed device, 
That is, in Kaj iwara, the driver 
pedal at a particular speed. However, 
determining the target speed. Claim 2 requires 
vehicle speed setting unit. 



any] 



because the first and second target 
cteep speed. As in claim 1 , creep speed 
mentioned above, the target speed is 



ei, 



since the amendments to the claims 
the number of issues. 
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In view of the foregoing, the applicants respectfully 
condition for allowance. A timely notice to that effect it 
relating to patentability remain, the examiner is invited 



it) 



Please charge any unforeseen fees that may be di e to Deposit Account No. 50-1 147, 

Respectfully submitted, 



Posz Law Group, PLC 

12040 South Lakes Drive, Suite 101 

Reston,VA 20191 

Phone 703-707-91 10 

Fax 703-707-91 12 

Customer No. 23400 
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submit that this application is in 
respectfully requested. If questions 
contact the undersigned by telephone. 



ps E. Barlow 
No. 32,377 
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